
W ( S H l« G 1 0 N SUM
0 [ P « I T U [ « I 0!

E C O L O G Y News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - April 20, 2004
04-067

Proposals set stage to redevelop Everett Smelter site

BELLE VUE - The site of the former Asarco smelter in Everett will house a new
neighborhood, thanks to a pair of proposed legal agreements between the Department of Ecology
(Ecology) and the Everett Housing Authority (EHA).

EHA plans to purchase the properties from ASARCO Inc. and prepare them for residential
development. •

One agreement covers a fenced-off area with the highest contamination. The other concerns
15 Asarco-owned houses near the fenced area. As part of the sale agreement, Asarco will remove
contaminated soil and prepare the land so it is safe for residential development. Asarco also will
clean up contaminated yards at 22 nearby homes.

Pollution from late 19th- and early 20th-century smelter operations left arsenic and lead in
northeast Everett. When the smelter closed 90 years ago, concentrations containing up to 73
percent arsenic remained on the site, which was sold and developed into homes.

After cleanup, EHA plans to prepare the area for an owner-occupied neighborhood on the
site of the fenced area and in place of seven of the 15 Asarco-owned houses outside the fenced area.
The remaining eight homes will be refurbished and re-sol'd to private owners. The 22 privately-
owned homes are not part of the redevelopment project.

"We're pleased to see contaminated land cleaned up and put back to use, especially when it
affects a neighborhood," said David South, who oversees cleanup of the site for Ecology. "We
appreciate the hard work and willingness of all parties to agree on a plan to accomplish this."

Ecology invites the public to comment on the proposals and to attend an informational
meeting next week. The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 27, in Jackson Hall at
Everett Community College, 2000 Tower St. in Everett. Ecology will make a presentation, and
EHA and Asarco representatives will be on hand to help answer questions.

Comments should be emailed to dsou461@ecy.wa.gov or mailed to David South,
Department of Ecology, 3190 160th Ave. S.E., Bellevue, Wash., 98008. The comment period lasts
through May 21.

Details on the legal agreements and other current information on the Everett Smelter site are
available on the Internet at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/asarco/es main.html, the
Everett Public Library, the Asarco Information Center located at 545 Hawthorne St. in Everett (for
hours, call 425-259-0822), and at Ecology's Bellevue office.
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An earlier Ecology order issued in 2002 requires Asarco to remove highly contaminated soil
from the fenced area by October 2004. That work is scheduled to begin in June. The new
agreements mean additional contaminated soil will be removed from the fenced area and from the
37 nearby yards.

The soil will be taken by barge to Asarco's disposal facility at the Asarco Tacoma Smelter
cleanup site. Trucks removing the soil will be covered, and water will be used to prevent dust at the
work site.

Asarco will use funds paid by EHA to purchase the property for the cleanup. In addition,
Asarco will use $1 million from a national environmental trust fund and Ecology will provide a $1
million grant from the Local Toxics Control Account to EHA. The state funds come from a
wholesale tax on hazardous materials.

Cleanup work is expected to be complete by October 2004.
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Contact: Larry Altose, Ecology public information, 424-649-7009; pager, 206-663-1785

For more information: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/asarco/es_main.html

Ecology's Web site: http://www.ecy.wa.gov

Broadcast version

The former Asarco smelter site in Everett will soon sprout new private homes, under new
agreements forged with the Everett Housing Authority and the Department of Ecology.

The Housing Authority plans to buy the site from ASARCO, and Asarco will clean the land to make
it safe for residential development.

Asarco also will remove contaminated soil from 22 nearby private homes.

Ecology is seeking public comment on a pair of legal agreements that spell out the plan for
cleaning up and converting the site for houses.


